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NE/AER
CHAMPions!
Rising to New Heights              
November 15-17, 2017                  
Hilton Burlington 

Downtown Burlington, VT                          

                                      
Please complete all pages of this form and return with payment: 
NE/AER Conference 2017


80 West St. Suite 202
Rutland, VT 05701
Make checks payable to:
NE/AER 
OR

Payment can also be made through Paypal.
Email the completed registration form to register2017neaer@gmail.com 
  AND send the appropriate fee through Paypal:
http://PayPal.me/NEAER
A $50.00 fee will be applied to registrations postmarked after our Early Bird date of October 13, 2017
Accommodations
Hilton Burlington
60 Battery St.

Burlington, VT 05401
1-802-658-6500
All reservations must be made by Friday, October 20, 2017.  In order to receive the preferred rates, individuals can telephone and identify themselves with the NE Association for the Education and Rehabilitation of the Blind. 
FOR RESERVATIONS call 1-800-445-8667. 
OR

Reserve your room online HERE.

         NE/AER Conference rate: $125* + 11% tax for double occupancy.
*There is a $5.00 per 24-hour self-park or day use.

*There is an early departure fee on all sleeping rooms equal to one night’s room rate + tax. 
                       Registration Rates
Full conference rate includes Awards Banquet on Wednesday, breakfast and lunch on Thursday, the President’s Reception on Thursday and breakfast on Friday. Prices are in U.S. dollars.






AER Member
Non-member
Student Member

Full Conference
  

$150.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

$350.00
 FORMCHECKBOX 

$100.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

Wednesday only
  

  $75.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

$190.00
 FORMCHECKBOX 

  $60.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

(Includes Banquet)

Thursday only
  

$100.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

$200.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

  $85.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

(Includes lunch and reception

Friday only

 

  $50.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

$175.00  FORMCHECKBOX 

  $35.00  FORMCHECKBOX 


Pre-Conference Workshops   
Continental breakfast and box lunch included

Psychosocial Services, Aging, and VRT Divisions
$35  FORMCHECKBOX 




Infant & Preschool, Multiple Disabilities, and Deafblind Division
$50  FORMCHECKBOX 


Preconference Box Lunch Choices (your lunch is included with pre-conference registration only and comes with chips, cookie, and a beverage)
____  FORMCHECKBOX 
Veggie Vegetarian 

____  FORMCHECKBOX 
Ham & Cheddar 

____  FORMCHECKBOX 
Battery Street BLT           FORMCHECKBOX 
Check here to make your sandwich choice GF


Awards Banquet (your dinner is included in registration)
Please make your banquet selection for the following choices, entering the number of tickets you are requesting. Any additional tickets cost $40 each. All meals include a mesclun salad and chocolate mousse.
_______  FORMCHECKBOX 
Murray’s Farm Chicken Breast (GF)       

_______  FORMCHECKBOX 
Pan Roasted Atlantic Salmon (GF)
_______  FORMCHECKBOX 
Tofu and Eggplant Cannelloni (GF & Veg)
_______  FORMCHECKBOX 
Vermont Family Farm Braised Brisket   (GF)    

                FORMCHECKBOX 
Check here to make your dessert gluten free.
Box Lunch Choices (your lunch is included in registration)
Please make your selection for the box lunch on Thursday entering the number of tickets you are requesting. Any additional tickets are $25 each.
____  FORMCHECKBOX 
Veggie Vegetarian 
____  FORMCHECKBOX 
Ham & Cheddar 
____  FORMCHECKBOX 
Battery Street BLT           FORMCHECKBOX 
Check here to make your sandwich choice GF

Session Selections
Please select the Pre-conference Workshop you anticipate attending. 
Wednesday, November 15 – 8:45 – 11:45      
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 PC1


          FORMCHECKBOX 
 PC2


Please select the concurrent sessions you anticipate attending. 
Wednesday, November 15      
2:15 – 3:30

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W1
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W2
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W3
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 W 4       
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W5
     FORMCHECKBOX 
 W6


4:00 – 5:30

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W7
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W8
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 W9
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 W10                 FORMCHECKBOX 
 W11

Thursday, November 16      
10:45 – 11:45

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH1
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH2

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH3
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH4        FORMCHECKBOX 
TH5
1:30 – 3:00

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH6
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH7
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH8
                FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH9
      FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH10

3:30 – 5:00

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH11
  FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH12           FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH13
       FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH14       FORMCHECKBOX 
 TH15
Friday, November 17     
9:00 – 10:30

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 F1
 FORMCHECKBOX 
 F2
   FORMCHECKBOX 
 F3

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 F4

 FORMCHECKBOX 
 F5
Please indicate whether or not you plan on attending “Yoga in the Dark” on Thursday Morning, November 16.    

_______  I will be attending “Yoga in the Dark” 
Add $50 if postmarked after October 13, 2017 

Conference Registration Form (please print or type)
Name: _
Address: 
City, State, Zip: 
Work phone: 
Alternate phone: 
 FORMTEXT 

     
__________               Presenter  Yes
AER Membership # and expiration Date: 

Your membership number must be included to receive membership rate. If you are not a member and would like to join, please visit www.AERBVI.org.

I would like orientation to the hotel:  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes   FORMCHECKBOX 
No
Additional modifications/Accommodation requests:
The Conference Program will be offered electronically
If you require a hard copy please specify Standard Print ______   Braille_________
Summary of Conference Costs
Full Conference Registration…………… $
Wednesday Only Registration…………. $
Thursday Only Registration…………….  $
Friday Only Registration………………..  $
VRT/Ag/Psy Division Workshop……….. $
DB/MH/IT Division Workshop………….. $


Late fee (if postmarked after Oct. 13) ($50) $ 






Total enclosed
$ 
Check  FORMCHECKBOX 
   PO  FORMCHECKBOX 
   PayPal  FORMCHECKBOX 
    



Paper Receipt  FORMCHECKBOX 
 Yes

For more information please contact the registration committee at register2017neaer@gmail.com
Concurrent Session Descriptions
Tuesday, November 14, 2017

5:00pm NE/AER Board of Directors Meeting

Wednesday, November 15, 2017

7:30-5:00 Registration and Information Desk Open

8:45-11:45 Pre-Conference Workshops

PC1 “Suicide Risk in the Blind and Visually Impaired” 

(Sarra Nazem, Ph.D.)

During this presentation, participants will receive an overview of the empirical literature on the risk for suicide in the blind and visually impaired. Additional content will focus on critical suicide risk factors (general and population-specific), how to inquire about suicidal ideation, and recommendations for suicide risk management, intervention, and prevention approaches.



     Sponsored by Psychosocial Services, Aging, and VRT Divisions

PC2 “Critical Topics in CVI: Implications for the Development of    

           Literacy, Language and Social Skills” 
                         (Christine Roman-Lantzy, Ph.D.)
This presentation is organized into three one-hour sections, each concerning a particular area of development for children with CVI: literacy development, language acquisition, and social interactions.  Each section will explore the impact that CVI has on the given area as well as related intervention, support and instructional strategies.
 
     Sponsored by Infant & Preschool, Multiple Disabilities, and

     Deafblind Division
12:30-2:00 Welcome and Keynote Address 1

Angela Winfield, J.D.- “OPEN: Unleash Your Vision and Unlock Success!”
Angela will share her story and the practical skills used to overcome obstacles in her life: blindness, self-doubt, image issues, extreme shyness, lack of confidence, and how she stopped letting these things limit her in order to achieve success and attain happiness and fulfillment. She will give you the four “master keys” for unlocking your true potential and for O.P.E.N.-ing the doors to success. She speaks from experience and, everyday in her own life, she still utilizes all the keys and principles she discusses. Her story demonstrates the strength of the human spirit- something we all possess, but don’t always tap into. Angela will help you tap into that tremendous power so you can realize your dreams and find your own happiness by “Rising to New Heights”.
 
2:00-2:15
Break
2:15-3:30
Concurrent Sessions
W1
Follow-Up Discussion to “O.P.E.N.-ing the Doors to Success and Rising to New Heights” (Angela Winfield, J.D.)
W2
Follow-Up Discussion to the “Implications of CVI in the Development of Literacy, Language, and Social Skills”
                 (Christine Roman-Lantzy, Ph.D.)
W3
“Always Exploring, Never Lost: Community Inclusion for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities and Visual Impairment”


   (Stephen Jordan, M.Ed., COMS)

Community Inclusion for Individuals with Developmental Disabilities and Visual Impairment can create a positive ripple effect in all areas of an individual’s life. Through research and case studies we will examine the benefits.

W4
“United in Stride: Connecting Sighted Guides & Runners/Walkers    who are B/VI” (Kyle Robidoux, B.A.)

Provide an overview of United in Stride, an online tool that helps match sighted guides with runners and walkers who are B/VI. Also, demonstrate how guides work with athletes and walkers who are B/VI (tether, calls, pace, etc). 

W5
“Prescription Medication in the Special Education Classroom: An

Overview of the types of medications used and their potential effects on student performance” (Dennis Gallant, Ph.D., M.Ed.)

This presentation will focus on many of the most common medications used to treat children in the special education environment. The emphasis will be on helping education professionals develop a greater understanding of the types of medications used, their potential therapeutic benefit, and possible side effects related to a child’s educational performance. The primary purpose is to help education professionals develop a broad understanding of the types of medications being prescribed to children on their caseload in order to become aware of possible influence such medications might have on a child’s functional ability. It is not meant to train educators to be experts in the use of prescription and nonprescription medications.
W6 “The Use of Smartphones and Tablet Computers Among Blind and          
        Low Vision Users” (Natalie Martiniello, M.Sc., CVRT)

Despite their potential utility, abandonment and under-utilization of  

traditional assistive devices remains alarmingly high among users with disabilities, including those who are blind or who have low vision. This research explores the degree to which more mainstream touch-screen devices (smartphones and tablet computers) are being used by individuals with visual impairments to complete tasks previously performed with the use of conventional assistive devices. 
3:30-4:00
Break – “Cookie Time”

4:00-5:30
Concurrent Sessions

W7
“Assessing children with CVI using Dr. Roman-Lantzy’s CVI Range”



        (Peg Palmer, M.Ed.)
The Roman CVI Range is incredibly useful in assessing and understanding a

child’s vision.  However, many are intimidated by it.  Fear no longer! 
In this session, using videos, we will work through the CVI Range together.
W8
“Mom, Where Did I Put My Report?” (Faith Horter, M.Ed., COMS)

This session will help you guide your students to become “QEO: Quick, Efficient and Organized”. After all, success in school is dependent on getting work turned in, not just getting it done.

W9 “Reading For All” (Steven Kelley, M.Ed., CVRT)
One of the most common goals for individuals with a recent vision loss is regaining access to print - the local paper, books, magazines. This session focuses on access for those who may be less familiar with technology.

W10 “Low Vision Strategies for Caring for Pets” 

                        (Melinda Underwood, M.Ed., CVRT and

Aldona Petrenas-Mann, M.Ed., CVRT ) 
Caring for animals, whether they be pets, farm animals, or even feeding the birds, can become much more difficult when vision begins to fail. But having animal companions can be a major support during a difficult and emotional time. This workshop offers strategies so clients can safely and confidently care for their animal companions, while taking into consideration low vision adaptations and safety concerns. 
W11
“Circle of Care: Before and After Goodbye-Strategies for Handling                  

 Our Own Emotions When a Client/Patient Dies”

      (Adele Geringer, LICSW, COMS, Amber Vaillancourt, COMS, and

Cammy Holway-Moraros, M.Ed., CVRT, LSW)

During this session, participants will be provided with an opportunity to discuss and share how they handle the passing of clients with whom we work and other important people within our villages. Together we will review the stages of death and dying, loss and grief, and share strategies to handle our own reactions to grief. Participants will also be provided with therapeutic opportunities/techniques, which can be utilized to promote our own healing and promote a healthy work environment.

6:00-6:30 Meet&Greet Cocktail Time-Cash Bar
6:30-8:30 Awards Banquet

Thursday, November 16, 2017

6:45-7:45 “Yoga in the Dark”-Wake up this morning by experiencing 

                 “blindfold yoga” based on Mel Scott’s Blind Alive audio program

                                      (Lead by Melinda Underwood)

7:00-9:00 Breakfast

7:30-5:00 Registration and Information Desk Open

7:45-8:45 Division Meetings



Infant&Preschool/MD/DB



Psychosocial Services



Low Vision Rehab



O&M



Personnel Preparation

9:00-10:00 General Session and Keynote Address 2

Haben Girma, J.D.- “Joining Journeys: The Teacher and Student

        

Team – Rising to New Heights”
In this age of constant change, great teachers often find themselves learning with their students. Teachers of blind students may encounter changing technology more than most teachers, so the need to join teams is important to both the teacher and the student. Haben Girma was the first Deafblind student to graduate from Harvard Law School, and her success is in part due to TVIs who modeled a pioneering spirit. Blind students need to learn to adapt to new situations, learn new technologies, and continually search for better solutions. Educators who readily learn new tools, such as emerging technology, alongside their students demonstrate valuable life lessons that will later benefit those students when they encounter new challenges as adults.  This presentation will cover how special education professionals can support their students by joining the journey, and as a team, they will all “Rise to New Heights.”
9:30-5:00 Vendor Exhibits and Poster Sessions Open

10:00-10:30 NE/AER Chapter Business Meeting-Raffle

10:30-10:45 Break

10:45-11:45 Concurrent Sessions

TH1 Follow-Up Discussion to “Joining Journeys: The Teacher

and Student Team – Rising to New Heights” (Haben Girma, J.D.)

TH2 “Status of Technology Development for Interactive Tactile Graphics in PreK-12 Education” (Michael Rosen, Ph.D., Josh Coffee, B.S., and 

Mike Coleman, Ph.D.)
The speaker and his colleagues at E.A.S.Y. LLC are nearing completion of a
three-year R&D project, funded by NIH, to develop a printer that produces

interactive tactile graphics “worksheets” to support B/LV students’ full

engagement with curricular materials that require drawing.  In this session, we

will present the technology, summarize results of its evaluation by our

collaborators in the field, and offer hands-on experiences with the Printer
and the content it produces. 

TH3 “Transition Planning: Support Students in Accommodations and     
         Self-Determination” (Allison Nannemann,M.Ed. and Karen Ross, Ph.D.)

This session will discuss the need for active student participation in selecting and utilizing accommodations during high school in preparation for transition to post-secondary education and employment.  Strategies and resources for promoting self-determination in the transition process will be described.

TH4 “What is this Dog Doing? Understanding the Dog Guide Team” 

                   (David Trzaska, COMS, GDMI)
This session will include information about working with dog guide teams.  Information will include a brief description of intelligent disobedience.  Orientation and Mobility specialists who understand intelligent disobedience are less likely to interfere with dog guide teams.  Dog guide body language will also be discussed.  Orientation, Coaching, and Solo (OCS) will be discussed.  Strategies to minimize instructor interference with a dog’s work will be discussed.  

TH5 “Cognitive Impairment in Age-related Macular Degeneration”

              (Caitlin Murphy, M.SC.)

The number of older adults affected by Age-related Macular Degeneration (AMD) and early cognitive changes is on the rise. This program will summarize current research on the emerging co-morbidity and discuss findings from a recent study investigating retinal structure and visual and cognitive function in individuals with AMD.
11:45-1:30 Box Lunch with Poster Sessions and Vendor Demonstrations
Poster Sessions displayed in the Pre-Function Area

PS1 “Maine Organization of Blind Athletic and Leadership Education –

MOBALE” (Aisha Hixon, CVRT and Michelle Mason, COMS, CRVT)

MOBALE is a Maine-based 501c3 organization focused on delivering a well 

designed sports education model to athletes with visual impairments or blindness from age 8-to the end of high school. This camp is offered in central Maine and open to athletes from all over New England.
PS2 “Vermont – Maine - New Hampshire Business Enterprise Program –                               

         Working together as neighboring states to see how we can support  

         each other and share resources.Come join our BEP neighborhood!”


   (Fred Jones, M.Ed., Patty Pelletier, B.A., and Diane Frigon, M.Sc.)

In 1936 the Randolph-Sheppard Act (20 U.S.C. Section 107 et seq.) established the Randolph-Sheppard Vending Facility Program, more commonly known as the Business Enterprise Program (BEP). Geographically, the northeast states are close enough to visit each other’s locations, provide support and share resources used in the Business Enterprise Program. Vermont, Maine and New Hampshire have started this process with wonderful results.  We welcome more northeast states to join us.

PS3 “Barriers and facilitators experienced by seniors with dual sensory

          loss when communicating with primary care doctors”
(Samantha Layson, B.S., Cathy McGraw, LSW, Kathleen Hunter, Ph.D.   

  
and Walter Wittich, Ph.D., CLVT)
The goal of this study is to explore any barriers and facilitators that are experienced by seniors with dual sensory loss when communicating with their primary care doctors. 
PS4 “Evaluation of Sleep in Individuals with Glaucoma” (Dana Bakir, B.S.)

Melatonin is produced by various cells in the body and is responsible for controlling sleep and circadian rhythms. Glaucoma is characterized by progressive loss of retinal ganglion cells that produce melanopsin and may compromise sleep patterns. 
PS5 “Suppression in Age-related Macular Degeneration (AMD): 
         When Does it Happen?” (Veena Rao, M.Sc.)

AMD is an asymmetric disease, which can cause the brain to suppress the image seen by the worse eye, leading to a disruption in binocular vision. The level of asymmetry in visual acuity, the retinal location of fixation, and fixation stability will be investigated in terms of their contribution to this disruption in binocular vision.
PS6 “Analysis of Distance and Online Training Programs for Learning        

Braille” (Stephanie Adler, B.Sc., Natalie Martiniello, M.Sc., CVRT, and

Anne Jarry, M.Ed.)

In recent years, several distance and online programs have been introduced to 

Facilitate the teaching and learning of Braille to both blind and sighted individuals.  The aim of this research is to explore in a preliminary manner the effectiveness and efficacy of new online and distance Braille training programs using a qualitative exploratory design.
PS7 “The perception of disability and its effects on heart rate variability”
(Melanie Nadeau, B.Sc., Tasnim Hashem, B.Sc., Jacob Applebaum, B.A.

    Walter Wittich, Ph.D., CLVT)

Study people’s perceptions of individual characteristics found in images pertaining to race, age, gender, and the presence of assistive devices.
PS8 “Camp Inter-Actions” (Debbie Gross, M.Ed.)

Camp Inter-Actions in Kingston, NH provides a traditional overnight summer camp experience for boys and girls ages 8-15 who are blind or visually impaired.  Through challenging and rewarding experiences, the campers will make new friends, learn new skills, gain self-confidence, and develop independence.

PS9 “Coalitions-Process & Impact of Children’s Vision Massachusetts”





(Kathy Majzoub, RN, MBA) 

Convened in 2010, Children’s Vision Massachusetts is an eighty member coalition representing optometry, ophthalmology, nursing, pediatrics, public health, education, and families with a vision that all children have the opportunity to develop their best possible vision.  This poster session focuses on the Coalition’s Call to Action: Increase Awareness; Improve Access; and Reduce Loss to Follow-up.

PS10 “Adaptive Blind/Low Vision Ice Hockey”  

  (Joel Klug, M.A., CVRT and Paul Thompson, Jr., CLVT, M.Ed.) 

Blind Ice Hockey is one of the fastest growing para sports in the USA and Canada.  Learn about the history, adaptations, and current happenings in the Northeast and how you can be a part of this amazing sport!
Vendor Demonstrations – (across from the vendors’ area in Montpelier B & C)
12:00-12:20 - TBD  

12:25-12:45 - TBD  

12:45-1:05 - TBD  

1:10-1:30 - TBD

1:30-3:00 Concurrent Sessions

TH6 “Serving Our Students with CVI: Learning Assessments and Intervention Strategies” (Ellen Mazel, M.Ed., CTVI)

Our TVI and O&M caseloads have shifted increasingly towards service to children with cortical/cerebral visual impairments. These students require drastically different assessment and TVI service than our students with ocular impairments. As TVIs, it becomes essential to educate ourselves about the visual system, CVI assessment and program planning to meet these students’ accessibility needs.

TH7 “Get Your Head in the Cloud: Moving the Goal Posts for Technology   

Instruction for Youth with Visual Impairments” 

(Allie Futty, M.Ed., COMS and Kaelyn Modrak, M.Ed.)

This session will be an exploration of the increasing gap between students who are blind and visually impaired and their sighted peers in the ever-emerging highly collaborative digital world.  This session will familiarize educators and service providers on closing this gap by exploring how one innovative program in Vermont used podcasting and community resources to address the International Society of Technology in Education (ISTE) Standards for transition age youth who are blind and visually impaired.

TH8 “Low Vision in Practice: How to make adjustments in the Field”

(Amber Vaillancourt COMS, Kelli Jarosz, COMS, CVRT, and 

      
Christopher Jarosz, COMS, CVRT)

This presentation will focus on the goal of providing education, training, and 

re-training to the client and their family for the use of low vision aids from an itinerant perspective.  Through large group and small groups, the presenters will help to refresh attendees’ understanding of low vision and how to assess and correct in the moment for improved use of these aids by the client.

TH9 “Personnel Preparation Options: We’ve Got You Covered!”


      (Laura Bozeman, Ph.D., Olga Overbury, Ph.D., and Terry Lemaire, M.Ed.)


Through university collaboration, TVI, O&M, VRT, and LVT degrees, 

certificates and professional development are offered in French and English!  Different approaches with a common goal of high-quality personnel preparation on both sides of the border will be described and discussed.

TH10 “Building Client Motivation & Collaborating to Achieve Goals”


  (Sharisse Roberts, COMS)

Some of the biggest challenges are creating client (and family) “buy in” and maximizing your time to be able to meet client’s goals.  We will explore case studies of examples of ways to do this.

3:00-3:30 Break – “Yogurt & Fruit” 

3:30-5:00 Concurrent Sessions

TH11 “The What’s the Complexity Framework: Designing a visually

           accessible school day for children with CVI” (Matt Tietjen, M.Ed.)

Visual complexity is one of the most significant visual challenges for children with CVI and is the characteristic in which many of the others are rooted. Through video case study and student work samples, we will practice using the What’s the Complexity Framework in order to give teams a road map for managing visual complexity throughout a child’s school day. There will be a special emphasis on selecting appropriate visual learning media.

TH12 “Strategies and Challenges: Web Browsing with Screen Readers”


(Steve Famiglietti, B.A. and Jimmy Allen, M.Sc.)
Screen reader users face a unique set of challenges when accessing web pages.  This talk will examine strategies for navigating and reading web pages using screen reading software and the continued challenges of web accessibility for screen reader users. 

TH13 “Enabling Students Who are Blind and Visually Impaired to take on 
 the World-While Building a World that is ready to receive Them”


(Tovah Miller, J.D., Kate Katulak, M.Ed., and Teri Turgeon, M.Ed.)

Presenters will discuss approaches for preparing students who are blind and visually impaired to meet their full potential-academically, socially, emotionally, and as independently as possible-while recognizing the ways in which the world needs to be ready to receive these students.

TH14 “Student Voices: Reflections on public education experiences 
                         

            and interventions” (Michael Munro, M.Ed., and 

Heather Munro, M.Ed., COMS)
This presentation details a phenomenological study of the narratives of 

students with visual impairments. The research explores the essence and meaning of the experience of being a student with a visual impairment in public school. Feedback for professionals is provided.
TH15 “Challenges and Strategies for Working with the Blind/Visually

           Impaired Diabetic Client” (J. John Pimentel, RN, VRT)

Working with the B/VI client who has diabetes poses some unique challenges and barriers.  This presentation will discuss some potential complicating factors and pitfalls for the professional, and offer some realistic approaches to improve the working relationships and achieve more positive outcomes.
5:30-6:30 President’s Reception-Cash Bar-Raffles

6:30      Night Out on the Town

Friday, November 17, 2017

7:00-9:00 Breakfast

7:30-1:00 Registration and Information Desk Open

7:45-8:45 Division Meetings



VRT



Aging



Itinerant & Education Curriculum



Information&Technology


Rehab Counseling & Employment

9:00-10:30 Concurrent Sessions

F1 “What do You See? 2D Image Interpretation: Assessment and

      Instructional Implications for Children with CVI” (Matt Tietjen, M.Ed.)
Determining when to introduce 2D images, and what kind, to children with CVI is an important decision. Through a case study and the What’s the Complexity 2D Image Assessment, we will explore what we learn when we start asking our students, “what do you see?” We will discuss how their answers can guide us in determining appropriate visual learning media and designing instruction in salient features.

F2 “Oh, the Places you will go! The fuss with Transition” 

(Nancy Sharon, M.Ed. and Jennifer Harnish, Ph.D.)

The Carroll Center has instituted a variety of new programs to serve students who are now eligible for funding under PRE-ETS. Learn the benefits and options for students to develop life and career transition skills within structured programs outside of school and home and why they need them!
F3 “Listening: The Forgotten Learning Mode” (Faith Horter, M.Ed., COMS)

When looking at LMAs, most TVIs focus on print, large print and Braille.  This session will explore auditory learning and the need to develop listening skills.
F4 “Good Old Fashioned Eccentric Viewing: How To Find Your Sweet

       Spot” (Hana Boxerman, M.Sc., CLVT, and Karen Cote, M.Ed., CLVT)

Although one might think Eccentric Viewing comes naturally to most folks, it doesn’t always.  It is so essential for a consumer to know how to eccentrically view so that when their macular condition changes they would know how to find a new view and still accomplish their desired tasks.  This presentation will talk about strategies that have worked and not worked, ideas for troubleshooting challenges in teaching eccentric viewing to clients, share resources, and discuss the eccentric viewing training program that is offered at the MAB-Mackay Rehabilitation Centre in Montreal.
F5 “Recreation: What’s O&M got to do with it?” (Meg Robertson,MA, COMS, Marie Hennessy, MS., VRT, and Stephen Jordan, M.Ed., COMS)

Many adults and children do not have a good foundation for taking part in recreation options.  O&M training can assist with introducing different options available and/or assist with adapting recreation activities to meet the needs of individuals who are blind and/or have low vision.

10:30-11:00 Break

11:00-12:30 Closing Keynote Address – “LEAPing Forward in Transition”



(Daniel Norris, M.Ed., CVRT, COMS, and Kaelyn Modrak, M.Ed.)
A video, panel of LEAP graduates, and a motivational address to both adult and children services using the platform of the multi-state collaborative project of Learn, Earn and Prosper-LEAP.  How has it worked? What have kids and young adults taken home?  How else do we promote such skill development? 
1:00-3:00  2018 Conference Committee Luncheon Meeting
