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CONFERENCE   ISSUE

President’s Message: Let Your Ideas Flow!

As we began to gather by the river in downtown Hartford, CT for our annual conference this past November, I was anxiously awaiting for the activities to begin.  Old and new, friends began to arrive, presenters were looking over their materials for a final time, and many vendors from around the region brought in their wares to show us.  As I meandered through the halls and sessions throughout the conference, I heard laughter from friends who hadn’t seen each other since our last conference, vendors discussing new devices to assist in the work that we do, conference participants engaging in great conversation with presenters and four of our members being recognized by their peers for the great work that they do during the Awards Banquet.  And, of course, there were all of those wonderful raffle items that were given out throughout the conference and the delicious food!  What a spectacular event!!  I hope that you were able to enjoy the conference as much as I did! 

None of this would have been possible without the many hands that go into putting together a conference.  Especially, Sherryl Glinsky and Martha Delaney (from CT), Co-Chairs of the conference and Kerry Birchall and Judi Lambert (from RI), Co-Chairs of the Program Committee for their many, many hours spent organizing the conference – THANK YOU!  And all of the many other people who worked with Sherryl, Martha, Kerry and Judy to make this happen, thank you!  This is truly an event where many hands make light(er <smile>) work; your efforts were quite apparent as the conference was outstanding!

As we wrap up the conference in CT, plans are already in progress toward our next conference in the fall of 2010 which will be held at the Samoset Resort in Rockport, ME.  Cammy Holway-Moraros (ME) is the conference Chair and Tim Hindman (NH) is the Program Chair.  Keep a lookout for more detailed information on this sure to be fabulous event! 

The conclusion of this year’s conference also marked another event – the passing of the torch from Marybeth Dean to Donna Mitchell as Awards Committee Chair.  Marybeth has been a very active member of NE/AER for many years and in many different capacities.  Thank you, Marybeth, for all of your time and dedication to NE/AER over the years!

By now, the holidays are behind us and we are faced with a few winter months before the thaw of spring begins to arrive.  I hope you all had a wonderful holiday season and I wish you and your families warmth throughout the winter months!
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A note from the Newsletter staff: 

Each issue of our NE/AER Newsletter will be posted on our website, www.neaer.umb.edu as well as mailed via the post office.   When the issue is available, an email will be sent from AERBVI to all members of our chapter with a link directly to the newsletter.  

If for some reason you do not receive the email from AERBVI, we may not have your correct email address.  Please contact AERBVI either by phone or email to give them your email address.  Phone:  877-492-2708 (toll-free) or email: betteanne@aerbvi.org

From the Legislative Chair

Claudia Pattison, Chair

PENDING NATIONAL LEGISLATION

House 3101--Twenty-first Century Communications and Video Accessibility Act of 2009 ( previously HR 6320 of 2008).  A bill to make sure that individuals with disabilities have access to emerging Internet Protoco-based communication and video programming technologies in the 21st Century.  Introduced by Rep. Markey of Massachusetts.  On 6/26/2009 referred to the House Committee on Energy and Commerce.

PENDING STATE LEGISLATION

Massachusetts

Senate 64- a bill to set up a study commission on the needs of the elderly blind and visually impaired citizens of the Commonwealth.

House 420 - A bill about educator licensure.  Competence in Braille instruction shall be a requirement for an initial and professional license for a teacher of the students with visual impairments.  This license shall be verified through a testing program that meets the standards of the Library of Congress National Library Service for the Blind or its successor.

House 657 - A bill securing the rights of blind and visually impaired people to vote under the same conditions of privacy and independence as sighted people.

House 2995 - A bill about accessible electronic information technology for people with disabilities.  Any work group that employs or may employ individuals with visual impairments should be required to download and install helper applications that allow individuals who are blind or who have visual impairments to work job functions that require the perception of information that is only visually discernible on a telephone.

New Hampshire

Current NH motor vehicle law states that a driver may be required to have an eye examination for visual acuity when applying for a license or a renewal of a license.

There is a proposal currently being suggested that licenses would be renewable every 10 years, also being considered is the possibility to have this process be available on-line.

NH Association for the Blind has requested Rep. Steve Shurtleff to introduce a bill this session(RSA 263:6) that would  change the word may to the word shall.

This word change would prevent the current proposal from taking place and endangering the safety of NH.

From the Nominations Chair

Cindy Reed-Brown, M.Ed. COMS

It’s that time again! 

The Nominations Committee is seeking nominees for the following positions on the Northeast Chapter Board of Directors: 

President-Elect: this person will serve a 2-year term as President-Elect, a 2-year term as President (without further election), and then 2 years as Past-President. The duties of the President-Elect currently include acting as the liaison between the Board and the Conference Planning committee, assisting the President as requested, and assuming the responsibilities of the President if the President should become unable to do so.

Secretary: this person is responsible for the records of NE/AER, and preparing and distributing the minutes of Board meetings in a timely fashion.

Treasurer: this person is the chief financial officer of NE/AER and is responsible for completing and presenting regular financial statements for the Board, preparing an annual budget for the chapter, and reporting the financial status of the Chapter to the membership at the annual conference.

Board Member at Large (5 positions): these people, in conjunction with the officers, are responsible for the conduct of business and act as the policy making body of NE/AER. Members at Large contribute actively on various standing and ad hoc committees within the chapter.

Nominees must be individual voting members of the NE/AER Chapter. The terms will begin on July 1, 2010 and last until June 30, 2012. Board Members attend 3 meetings a year (generally in November, February, and May) and financial assistance with travel expenses is available to assist when needed (except for the November meeting, which happens in conjunction with the annual conference).

If you, or someone you know, would like to serve as an Officer or on the Board of Directors, please fill out the Nominations Form completely, and return to me by March 31, 2010 at the address on the form.

The Nominations Form may be found in this Newsletter on the following page.  

This letter and the Nominations Form are available on our website as well, and may be completed electronically and emailed to me at Cindyrb@sbcglobal.net 

Please consider becoming (or staying) involved in the business of running our great chapter!

Nominations Form 

(self nominations are fine!)

Name of person completing this form:

Preferred contact # or email:

Position for which you are making a nomination (place an X before the position title):

__ President-Elect __ Secretary __Treasurer __ Member at Large

Name of Nominee:  

Address: 

Home phone:               Work Phone:  

Email address:                Cell phone:

AER Member Number:                  exp. date    

Please attach or include a brief bio (preferably written in 3rd person) summarizing this person’s education, professional experience, and experience with and/or interest in AER.

Return by March 31, 2010 to:

Cindy Reed-Brown

680 North Street

Suffield, CT 06078

Or email to Cindyrb@sbcglobal.net

Highlights of the Board of Directors Meeting 

Hartford, CT 

November 3, 2009

Submitted by Gail Johnson, Past President 

Secretary and Treasurer Reports: Unanimously accepted with one correction to the minutes. 

AERBVI Financial Crisis: Conversation surrounded the Chapter Giving campaign and the   financial status of AER International. They appear to be recovering. The Board discussed our options to help. A motion was made to donate $300.00 now and to review the situation in February and perhaps donate more.

Board Travel Arrangements: An announcement was made that board members need to submit travel requests now for the meeting in Massachusetts in February.

2010 Conference will be held in Rockport, Maine overlooking the Rockland Breakwater from November 3-5. 

NERCVE: Please allow ample lead time for Chris at NERCVE for any submissions made to our website.

The Margaret Cleary Scholarship Fund is available for presenters at our conference who are NE/AER members. Application is on the website.

Divisions: Reports are within this newsletter from some Division leaders.

Nominations Committee: The nominations committee will be mailing ballots in the spring. We will need 5 members at large and a President-elect. A full report and Nomination Form is included in this Newsletter. 

Bylaws: The By Laws committee has proposed a few changes. They have been in place since 1996 and are in need of updating. The proper procedure for this action will be followed. 

Many other committees have works in progress.  Examples of ongoing tasks include: the conference planning handbook, encouraging members to meet the board, website development, membership, awards and recognition, by-laws, newsletter, nominations, Recruitment/ Training/ Retention, CEUs, and attention to legislative issues. Some reports are included in this Newsletter. 

Next meetings: Friday, February 5, 2010 in the Boston area and Friday, May 7, 2010 in Concord, NH

A Note from the Conference:

It’s a funny thing about raffles - sometimes they work out well for all concerned, but sometimes they really make you wonder what the fates are about. Several people wanted to win the wonderful photo of the porch at the Mt. Washington Hotel in Bretton Woods, NH --- especially Gail Johnson and Marybeth Dean. In fact Marybeth just KNEW she was a winner and even identified the winning ticket in her hand. And guess what - She was right! That was the ticket and she was the winner! Not so for John Reilly - he wanted anything but the very pretty earrings - and guess what - He was wrong! Got the earrings. I think his wife Grace is the winner! 

A lot more goes on at the Fall Conference than just serious concurrent sessions and heartwarming and stimulating general sessions. Ask any of the folks who attended the Conference in Hartford, and they will agree, I’m sure. Their answers may make you decide to attend next year in Maine!

Division Reports

Deafblind/Multi-Handicapped & Infant/Toddler/Preschool Divisions

Tina Gutierrez, Co-Chair (Tina.Gutierrez@ct.gov)

Gail Johnson, Co-Chair (Gail.Johnson@ct.gov) 

The Deafblind/Multi-Handicapped & Infant/Toddler/Preschool Divisions collaborated to present a Pre-Conference at the 2009 NE/AER Conference held in Hartford, CT from 11/4-11/6/09. 

Dr. Mark A. Greenstein, MD, a pediatrician with University of Connecticut School of Medicine, discussed the idea that the threads of early childhood development are woven together; as well as the impact of vision loss on all components of development. Dr. Greenstein's expertise and passion were quite evident to the 41 participants naturally drawn into the discussion by his engaging personality. mgreens@ccmckids.org 

Our Divisions are looking ahead to the 2011 NE/AER Conference for another opportunity to present a pre-conference. Members who have thoughts or ideas about medically based topics can email Gail Johnson or Tina Gutierrez to share them! Wishing all a happy, healthy holiday season and a peaceful New Year -   Thank-you!

Psychosocial Division

Nancy Druke, LICSW

The Psychosocial Division held a division meeting at the annual conference in Hartford, CT this past November.  Division members were interested in holding a spring 2010 workshop.  A number of topics were suggested.  Keep an eye on your email for notification of topic, date, and place for our Division workshop! 

O&M Division 

Meg Robertson COMS, Chair

Save the Dates:

March 5 & 6, 2010: The Perkins Training Center & NEAER O&M Division is bringing Diane Brauner COMS back for the NE/AER O&M Spring Workshop to present on Foundations of Orientation & Mobility.  This 2 day workshop will be a repeat of last year’s Maine O&M workshop.  Diane will present on Mapping skills for students with visual impairments.  Although many of the examples Diane presents on are with children, I found it extremely helpful in working with a adults & multihandicapped population who are visually impaired.  Learn how to create simple quality tactile maps for a variety of individuals and settings and how to enhance your teaching of orientation to the individuals you work with.  Learn or review the Sequencing O&M chart in order to analyze a student’s current level of O&M skills.  Resources for accessible computer games & activities to assist with O&M skills will be also be provided.  

This workshop will take in place in downtown Boston MA. Contact Meg 

Robertson for more information at

Meg.Robertson@state.ma.us

March 10, 2010- The Focus on Blindness and Conference-Meeting the Needs of Individuals with Cognitive Impairment will take place at  a new location in Norwood  MA.   For more information contact Lisa.Dibonaventura@state.ma.us or check the NERCVE Website for the posted information.  Registration fills up fast!

The field of O&M will be celebrating its 50th Birthday this summer at the International AER conference!  

Vision Resource Websites:

www.mass.gov/dds/visionloss

Royal Institute for the Blind & SeeAbility  http://www.lookupinfo.org

www.amesvi.org (Association of Massachusetts Educators of Students with Vision Impairments website)

Looking for a Local Lions Club? Go to the International Lions’ Club website at  www.lionsclub.org and click on “Find a club near you” link.

Free Braille Calendars: Need to write to request from American Action Fund, 18440 Oxnard St., Tarzana, CA, 91356. 

Michigan Braille Transcribing Fund:

3500 N. Elm Rd. Jackson MI 49201

517-780-5096 FAX: 734-668-1094 Small purse size includes large print with Braille http://mi-braille.org

Awards Banquet

Marybeth Dean and Donna Mitchell,

Awards Committee Co-Chairs

On the first night of our annual Fall Conference, the Awards   Banquet was held to honor four of our members.  These members were selected through a nomination process  which takes place each fall.  A thirteen member committee reads all letters of nomination and support and votes for the person they think best exemplifies the characteristics of each award.  This year four NE/AER awards were given out.  Photos of this event can be found on our website, www.neaer.umb.edu.

The Award citations are found 

on the next two pages.  

Fall 2009 Award Winners

Thomas Caulfield Award - Guy Woodland

Concord, New Hampshire

Nominated by Nancy Druke.

Guy Woodland, currently the Senior Vice President at New Hampshire Association for the Blind, Concord, NH, is most deserving of this exceptional honor. Guy has been working in the field of blindness for over 38 years, 10 1⁄2 of which has been at NH Association for the Blind (NHAB).  Throughout his career, Guy has played an active role in the Canadian and U.S. disability communities, most especially as a successful advocate to include awareness of the white cane law in New Hampshire’s driving test, to enhance and expand professional services at the New Hampshire Association for the Blind, and to influence quality services at the national level in Canada.   He is respected for his astounding professionalism, his tireless efforts and his keen sense of caring for his community, the people he works with and the people he has spent a career serving.  Congratulations to Guy!

Distinguished Service Award - Jean Mayhew

Connecticut

Nominated by Patti Fahle

Jean Mayhew has volunteered as a Braille transcriptionist at the Board of Education and Services for the Blind for the past seven years. When Jean hears that a student needs Braille materials, she works endlessly until the materials are done and in the student’s hands.  Because of Jean’s tireless work, students throughout Connecticut have equal access to classroom curriculum.  Congratulations to Jean!

Excellence in Direct Service to Adults Award - David Banigan-White

Connecticut

Nominated by William Webb

David Banigan-White joined Connecticut’s Board of Education and Services for the Blind in 1999, where he worked as a TVI in the Children’s Services Division.  Five years later, he joined the Adult Services Division as an O&M  Specialist where he managed a caseload covering one-third of Connecticut.  In addition to his caseload, David became involved in numerous projects to benefit the clients that he served.

On August 16th of this year, NE/AER lost a friend and a dedicated member with David’s passing.  His sudden and tragic death was deeply felt by his coworkers and the many clients that he served so well.  While his career in the field of blind rehabilitation was relatively short, he attained a balance of knowledge, understanding and compassion that most professionals strive entire careers to reach.  David touched the lives of many and will be missed by all who knew him.

Excellence in Direct Service to Children Award - Linda Steller

Connecticut

Nominated by Cheryl Brown

Linda Steller is a TVI whose exceptional career spans over twenty-five years.  She has worked with students of all ages and functional abilities to maximize their skills and assist them in finding success at school and at home.  Linda currently works for the towns of Milford and West Haven and for the Area Cooperative Educational Services (ACES) in Hamden providing direct instruction to her students and consultation to their teachers, parents and paraprofessionals.  She is recognized throughout Connecticut for her expertise in teaching independent living skills to children with visual impairments.  Linda is not only a tremendous asset to her school systems, but she has provided in-service programs and consultative help to all Connecticut TVIs in this critical area of instruction.  Linda is a creative, talented teacher who has made the success of her students a top priority.  Congratulations to Linda!

Reports from Grant Recipients

Mimi Flanary:
Thank you so much for enabling me to attend the 2009 NE/AER conference.   I was able to connect with so many talented colleagues from throughout the Northeast. 

I especially enjoyed the talk by Hannah Fairbairn, “Interpersonal Skills for Adjusting” and the presentation about “the Guide System” used by the West Haven, VA dept.  Both of these sessions gave me many ideas for my clients.

The Low Vision Division met, and we are planning to have a workshop in the spring. 

Linda Skibski:
Once again, our Annual Conference in Hartford, CT, proved to be inspirational, educational and informative.  There was such a wide range of topics!  I was especially grateful for the visually impaired presenters who generously shared their personal journeys on many levels.  The keynote speaker, Dr. Raymond Mis, a determined legally blind gastroenterologist from Rhode Island, started the conference on a very positive and inspirational note, and Charlie Collins from Vision Dynamics challenged the audience in his session to "keep showing people the possibilities."

I was fortunate to attend some very worthwhile sessions that ranged from updates about Hybrid cars and dog guides to suggestions for the psychological and emotional adjustment of students and instructors during O&M training.  The practical self-defense "class" on Friday provided some excellent techniques for preventing and escaping attacks.  Even good posture and walking confidently can be important tools for safety.  

Even though I've been teaching O&M for many (many!) years, I always make a new discovery, find an answer, or hear a new perspective at our Annual Conference....what a great way to keep providing the best service possible!   I am so grateful to the Membership Committee for supporting my attendance.  Thank you!

Another Report from a Grant Recipient

Kim Stumph

A heartfelt "Thank You" to NE/AER for helping to make my attendance at this year's conference possible. How wonderful to belong to an organization that offers so much support! It is hard to single out particular sessions, but here are a few of the highlights for me:

The O&M Preconference discussed and shared successes and challenges of with working with public and para transit systems. It really opened my mind to possibilities as well as ways to work with the transportation system as a partner. Thanks to Meg Robertson, Jane Rosen and the folks from the Worcester transit system for the model on how to make the system work for our clients.

Thanks, Cammy, for sharing your experiences with adaptive gardening. Trying to distinguish plants under blindfold was an "eye opener"...proving how little I know about plants, but also telling me how I could still experience them in a meaningful way without being totally dependent on sight.

Joe Kolb and Diana Hamilton-Rousseau's presentation on the mobility lesson and adjustment to vision loss shared a great perspective about the role (and responsibility) of the O&M professional in the adjustment process. The relationship between Joe and Diana was definitely an example of a successful partnership between professionals and clients that result in success not only in learning travel skills, but also growing in adjustment to vision loss.

The final day brought the opportunity to participate in the Self Defense session with Laura Bozeman. I walked away from that session remembering how important it is for ANYONE to have confidence enough to not feel like a victim, and I have been motivated to pursue opportunities in my home area to learn more about self defense so I can more confidently share this as part of my lessons to clients.

There were so many other great experiences and opportunities..from the interaction at the division meetings to the chance for sharing and networking. I am again very thankful for the opportunity to fully participate in the conference this year. Thanks, NE/AER!

NE/AER Grant Application

1. Name: 

Address: 

E-mail Address:

Home Phone: 

Work Phone: 

Agency/Employer:

AER Membership # and expiration date: 

2. AER Sponsored Event

Description: 

Date(s) of Event: 

Specify fees you are requesting (registration, hotel, and/or travel expenses)

3. Have you applied to your Agency/Employer for any funding to attend this event?  If so, what funding are they providing for you? 

4. In the space below or on a separate sheet of paper, explain your request for funds. 

5. I understand if I accept these funds, I agree to write an article about the event for the edition of the NE/AER Newsletter that follows the event. 

Signature of Applicant: _______________________

Signature of Supervisor: _______________________

Mail to:  Lori Cornelius, BESB, 184 Windsor Ave., Windsor, CT 06095 

(E-mail: Lcvision@aol.com with questions)  Fax: 860-602-4030

Must be received ONE MONTH prior to the registration deadline set by the event.

